
18 | Cooperative Living | October 2020 Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

DRIVEN BY  
RESPONSIBILITY

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative was recently 
recognized for receiving the Rural Electric Safety 
Achievement Program award for its ongoing 

commitment to safety in the workplace and in providing 
electric service to its member-owners.  

Presented by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, this program requires participating cooperatives 
to be inspected every three years by a team of safety 
professionals from sister cooperatives within the statewide 
association. The team uses a 17-section evaluation system to 
review all aspects of the safety program. The team reviews 
documents related to safety, inspects a sampling of overhead 
and underground construction, inspects cooperative vehicles, 
and conducts facility inspections and crew visits. 

The team conducted inspections over a four-day period, 
inspected all three districts and visited substations in each 
area. They interviewed employees concerning their 
knowledge of the safety program and reviewed training 
records to ensure compliance with state and federal 
regulations. Finding a few minor areas for improvement,   
the inspection team shared suggestions for MEC’s safety 
committee to review and implement.  

MEC President and CEO John C. Lee, Jr., remarks, “Here  
at Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, safety is, far and away, 
our highest priority. Everyone here works hard to successfully 
integrate safety into our culture and into the fabric of 
everything we do. I congratulate all of our employees for 

working safely and earning this achievement. As our employees 
go about their tasks, the safety of our members, our co-workers 
and the public is paramount; and this RESAP achievement 
recognizes and verifies the effectiveness of our strong, aggressive 
focus on safety.” 

He continues, “Line work can be extremely dangerous, and  
a rock-solid commitment to safety is essential every second our 
dedicated line crews are working to build or maintain electric 
lines. This certificate recognizes the efforts of everyone at MEC, 
including board members. They are all committed to MEC’s 
culture of safety.” 

MEC Recognized for Employees’ Commitment to Safety 

Chairman of the Board David J. Jones congratulates MEC President and CEO John C. Lee, Jr., and the Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
safety committee for receiving the Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program recognition. Pictured from left are Will Garnett, Kevin Haskins, 
Ben Moss, Jones, Lee, J. P. Sweitzer, Mitch DeJarnette, Matt Shaw and Julie Dunavant. 

Our lobbies are closed,  
but our call center is staffed.  
WE’RE HERE FOR YOU  
when you need us. 
 

Peggy Ranson  |  Member Support Representative
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As Tropical Storm Isaias moved 
through Virginia on Aug. 4, 
MEC’s eastern district experienced 

most of the ill effects with outages due 
to fallen trees and limbs. In order to 
restore power to our members as 
quickly as possible, we dispatched some 
of our Chase City crews to impacted 
areas in Brunswick County and a few 
scattered outages in Greensville  
County and Emporia. We regret  
the inconvenience that these outages 
created for our members; however,  
we feel blessed that this storm did  
not produce more damage. We had  
no broken poles or equipment damage. 

As crews were completing 
restoration efforts the following day, 
MEC received a request for assistance 
from New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative, a sister cooperative that 
had suffered a great deal of damage.  
The powerful storm had caused a 
tremendous amount of damage to the 
New England cooperative in a short 
amount of time. Wind gusts in excess  
of 60 mph resulted in about 2,000 
separate outages, nearly all of which 
were caused by trees and limbs falling 
on power lines. At the height of the 
outages, approximately 37,000 of its 
members were without power.  

MEC RESPONDS TO UNPRECEDENTED 
NORTHERNMOST MISSION FIELD 

After completing restoration efforts 
on our own system, MEC lineworkers 
showed true cooperative spirit by 
traveling to New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative — representing the  
farthest we have ever traveled to offer 
mutual aid. Our volunteer lineworkers 
packed their gear and in two hours were 
headed north traveling in three bucket 
trucks. Those who went were David 
Holloway and J.P. Sweitzer from the 
Emporia district, Kevin Haskins and 
Leathern Yeatts from the Gretna district, 
and Chadd Harding and Kyle Hadley 
from the Chase City district. 

Upon returning from the mission, 
Line Technician Hadley comments, 
“While we were there, people would 
ask, ‘Where are you from?’ When we 
replied, “Virginia,” they were surprised 

and said, ‘What are you doing here?’  
We responded, ‘We came to help you 
get your power back on.’ Those folks 
had been without electricity for days, 
and they were grateful and very 
appreciative.” He adds, “Anytime I can 
answer the call for service, whether here 
at home or elsewhere in the United 
States, I’m always ecstatic to offer my 
skills and assistance.”    

MEC President and CEO John C. 
Lee, Jr., says, “Our thoughts and prayers 
always go out to fellow cooperatives 
whose systems are pounded and 
severely damaged by major storms … 
we’ve been there, and know first-hand 
what they are facing. So we were 
pleased to be in a position to assist New 
Hampshire Electric Cooperative, who 
was heavily impacted by Isaias and 
whose members were without power  
as a result of the storm. It’s the right 
thing to do, and we are 
ever mindful, especially 
given that we are almost 
always impacted by 
storms that hit the East 
Coast. We could always 
be on the receiving end 
of mutual aid from other 
cooperatives, and in fact 
have been many times. 
Accordingly, we help  
others whenever 
possible. Additionally, 
our crews derive a great 
deal of satisfaction from 
assisting others in 
getting the lights  
back on, and these 
experiences are always 
rewarding ones for 
them.” 

Seth Wheeler, NHEC communications 
administrator, shares, “Finding sufficient 
crews available after the storm was very 
difficult, due to COVID-19 restrictions 
and the fact that millions of people up 
and down the East Coast were affected.  
We had outside help from our regular  
in-state contractors, as well as from our 
partners in the Northeast Mutual Aid 
Group, but were still in need of crews  
to speed the restoration. We are the only 
electric co-op in New Hampshire and  
one of only a handful in New England,  
so we were thrilled that people from 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative could 
come all this way to help!” 

 He continues, “The Mecklenburg 
crews hit the ground running and worked 
quickly and safely to restore power to our 
members under difficult conditions in 
three days. We look forward to returning 
the favor if and when you need us!”  

MEC Line Crews Restore Power in New Hampshire 

Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative assisted  

New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative in restoring power 

from damages sustained by 
Tropical Storm Isaias. NHEC has 

over 85,000 members located 
in many different portions of 

the state, as shown in the 
shaded areas of the map.
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It’s so much more than a meal.   

Ronnie Royster, Charlotte County’s Meals on Wheels 
program coordinator, tries to explain why hot 
meals delivered to the doorstep of the area’s 

homebound go beyond providing much-needed 
nutritional assistance to a vulnerable population. 

CCMOW is a community-based, community-directed 
501(c)(3) hunger relief organization that provides meals 
to eligible residents of Charlotte County, Va., delivering 
one meal a day, three days a week. It adds up to about 600 
hot meals and 175 frozen meals a month.  

Human connection is an important part of the 
program’s ministry, according to Royster. For many, it  
is a lifeline, and is often the only companionship or 
nutritious meal some members of the population have  
in a given day.  

“A lot of homebound folks, or those with limited mobility, are starving for human 
contact,” he says. “They need and, of course, enjoy the food, but I believe many 
enjoy the contact and conversation with our drivers just as much, if not more,  
than the food. They look forward to seeing the friendly face of a Meals on Wheels 
volunteer in their driveway. Almost like clockwork, they’re standing at the front door 
ready to chat.” 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative member C.T. Jones, 84, has been traversing Red 
Oak and delivering meals to clients every week for the past 12 years. “I was retired 
and really didn’t have much else to do, and I wanted to help people, so it was a good 

Feeding a Need: 
Charlotte County  
Meals on Wheels 

CommunitySpotlight  |  by Laura Emery, Field Editor

Charlotte County Meals on Wheels volunteers.

Neighbors 
Feeding 

Neighbors

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHARLOTTE COUNTY MEALS ON WHEELS
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fit for me,” he says. “I really enjoy 
talking to the clients, and I know they 
enjoy the company — and the food.” 

The meals, prepared by Sheldon’s 
Motel and Restaurant in Keysville, 
usually include a protein, two 
vegetables, milk or juice, a bread and  
a small dessert. The client pays for the 
meal service on a sliding scale based  
on income, ranging from 50 cents to  
$4 per meal. 

“It’s important that people know we 
are not federally funded. We can 
comfortably serve a maximum of 65 
clients. We need to keep the food hot, 
and the longest route we do takes a 
little over an hour to run. Right now, 
we’re running food to about 48 clients, 
people who are unable to prepare meals 
for themselves, on a consistent basis,” 
Royster says.  

While the meals matter, Royster 
maintains that dedicated volunteers 
involved in the program are the driving 
force behind filling this huge need in 
the area. “We couldn’t do it without 
them,” he says. “And we’d love to have 
more, so we can deliver more meals.” 

Royster has been witnessing the 
impact of the program for six years.  
“I retired early due to health reasons.  
I was looking to do something 
meaningful, and I thoroughly enjoy 
working with the people. It’s a fantastic 
service that fills a very important need. 
There are a lot of people out there  
who need our service, but because of 
funding and help, we can only handle 
but so many clients and routes,” he 
explains. 

“Without the wheels, there  
would be no meals,” says Pat Barber,  
co-founder of CCMOW in January of 
2005 and chairwoman of the program’s 
14-member board of directors. “The 
most important part of the program is 
our volunteers. They give generously  
of their time and affection, and they 
use their own vehicles and gas.” 

When it comes to volunteer drivers, 
Barber mentions that the program 
needs drivers for the Red Oak area 
routes. “And, of course, we can always 
use substitute drivers, too,” she says.  

Barber echoes Royster’s sentiments 
on what makes the program so special. 
“I can’t even tell you how many times 
I’ve had a client say to us, ‘We really 
appreciate the food, but we love the 
visits from the volunteers.’ I think  
that’s the most important part of our 
program — the connection that forms 
between the clients and our volunteer 
drivers. It’s really special.” 

Debra Haskins, MEC member and 
secretary on the CCMOW board, has 
been involved with the program for  
the past 10 years and can’t say enough 
about how wonderful and rewarding 
the program is. “Our motto is 
‘Neighbors feeding neighbors,’ and it’s 
an outstanding program. We do some 
fundraisers every year, but community 
donations are what help us survive. 
Antioch Baptist Church is a big 
contributor, and we are so thankful for 
them, and for all those who donate to 
this great program,” she says.   

The Rev. Kristen White, pastor of 
Antioch Baptist Church in Red Oak, 

says CCMOW is an important  
part of her church’s outreach ministry  
within the community. “Our church 
congregation is asked to bring in their 
contributions every last Sunday of the 
month,” she says. Scott Winn, MEC 
member and member of Antioch Baptist 
Church, makes two large Brunswick 
stews a year (600 to 700 quarts) to sell, 
and he donates the profits to CCMOW. 
White says, “This is a great opportunity 
for us to help meet a physical need, and 
a very tangible need, that is impacting 
members of our community.” 

To donate to CCMOW, send checks 
to CCMOW, P.O. Box 486, Keysville,  
VA 23947. 

Number of meals  
served in 2019 
 
Meals served since  
January 2005 
 
Miles driven by  
volunteers in 2019  
 
Number of hours  
volunteered by  
drivers, board  
members, officers,  
fundraisers, etc., 
in 2019  

8,432

139,778

59,810

6,150
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Lee Elected Chairman of  
ODEC Board of Directors  

Old Dominion Electric 
Cooperative’s board of directors 
elected new officers at its  

annual membership meeting on July 27.  
John C. Lee, Jr., president and CEO of 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, was 
elected to serve as chairman; Jeffrey S. 
Edwards, president and CEO of 
Southside Electric Cooperative, was 
elected as vice chairman; and Micheal 
Malandro, president and CEO of 
Choptank Electric Cooperative, was 
elected secretary-treasurer. Each of the 
officer’s terms will expire in 2023. 

“I am both proud and honored to 
have been elected by my peers to serve 
as chairman of the board of directors of 
ODEC, the organization where I began 
my cooperative career 28 years ago as an 
employee at the Clover Power Station in 
Halifax County,” Lee states, adding “I will 
serve in the board chairman’s role with 
strong unity among ODEC’s members  
as my highest priority, recognizing that 
addressing the considerable energy 
challenges that lie ahead will require a 
collective resilience among a group of 
cooperatives that occasionally have 
differing views and needs.”  

Lee continues by saying, “I also 
recognize and admire that the enduring 
bond between the ODEC member 
cooperatives, built squarely on our 
common mission of providing reliable, 
affordable and environmentally 
sustainable wholesale power to those  
we serve, is, and always has been, the 
foundation of ODEC’s strength. I look 
forward to working with Vice Chairman 
Jeff Edwards, Secretary-Treasurer Mike 
Malandro, our fellow directors and the 
ODEC team to maintain the cooperative’s 
status as one of the nation’s most 
successful generation-and-transmission 
cooperatives, and to continue bringing 
value to those at the end of the line by 
providing ODEC competent, open-
minded leadership that includes vision, 
creativity, flexibility and evolving strategic 
oversight.” 

“Our board of directors reflects the 
unified strength of our member-owners,” 
says Marcus Harris, president and CEO  

of ODEC. “I 
congratulate 
our newly 
elected board 
officers, and 
I’m very assured that with their 
leadership ODEC will continue to move 
forward in our mission of supplying 
affordable, reliable, sustainable and safe 
power. I’m confident their guidance will 
ensure that ODEC remains a standard 
bearer of the cooperative business 
model.” 

Lee began his cooperative career as 
ODEC’s  community relations specialist 
for the Clover Power Station in 1992, 
when that facility was under construction. 
While at ODEC, he also served as 
director of economic development, 
manager of administration, and lastly, 
vice president of member and external 
relations. In 2008, he left ODEC to 
become president and CEO of MEC, 
and now also serves as president and 
CEO of EMPOWER Broadband Inc.,  
a subsidiary of MEC that offers high-
speed internet service, voice-over-IP 
telephony, and high-speed data services 
to homes and businesses in the 
cooperative’s service territory in 
Southside Virginia and northern North 
Carolina. 

ODEC, headquartered in Glen Allen, 
Va., is a member-owned, not-for-profit 
generation-and-transmission 
cooperative with over $2 billion in assets 
that provides wholesale power  
to 11 member electric distribution 
cooperatives providing reliable, 
affordable electricity to 1.5 million 
people in 70 counties in Virginia, 
Maryland and Delaware. ODEC and  
its members are not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives that are owned by the 
consumer-members they serve. The  
11 members include: A&N, BARC, 
Community, Mecklenburg, Northern 
Neck, Prince George, Rappahannock, 
Shenandoah Valley, and Southside 
electric cooperatives, all in Virginia; 
Choptank Electric Cooperative in 
Maryland; and Delaware Electric 
Cooperative. 

$1,000 Scholarships          
Available for 2021 Graduates 

One of the many benefits of being a 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative member is 
the opportunity for your graduating high school 
senior to apply for a $1,000 VMDAEC Education 
Scholarship. Students applying must meet the 
following eligibility requirements: 

1. Your primary residence must receive  
its electric power from Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative or one of the other 14 member 
electric cooperatives served by the Virginia, 
Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. 

2. You must be a high school or homeschool 
senior graduating in 2021. 

3. You must be entering your first semester 
at a post-secondary or technical/trade school in 
the fall of 2021.  

For complete details on how to apply, go to                     
vmdaec.com/scholarship. 

Application Deadline: Feb. 19, 2021

“I am privileged to 
serve on the Educational 
Services Committee of 
the Virginia, Maryland & 
Delaware Association of 
Electric Cooperatives. 
Our committee oversees 
the VMDAEC Education 
Scholarship Foundation 
that awards scholarships to deserving high 
school graduates living in electric cooperative 
areas in the tri-state region. These scholarships 
assist students in furthering their education. 

“The Foundation accepts tax-deductible 
contributions and also raises money through 
auctions, raffles and other events to provide 
these funds. As a career educator and lifelong 
learner, I have a special interest in education 
and young people. It gives me great pleasure  
to be involved in this worthy endeavor.”

A Note from MEC 
Director Angela Wilson

MEC MEMBERSHIP 

BENEFITS
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Tell me again ...    
What is  
SmartHub?

SmartHub is an interactive customer service access portal 
with Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative. You can use this 
secure site to view and pay bills, receive payment reminders, 
check your daily electric use, and review your billing history. 
Available online or via your mobile device, SmartHub gives 
you the power to manage your account ... all with the touch 
of a button. 

SmartHub is available on Android and iOS smartphones 
and tablets, as well as on the web. Download the app from 
the Apple App Store or Google Play Store. 

Kyle Jennings 

Job title: Engineering technician 
Serving MEC members: 1 year 
My job involves: Substation maintenance 
and upgrades, controls and communications 
for device controls in substations 
Favorite part of my job: Ensuring that 
power is on and regulated for our members 
Message I would like to give to the 
members we serve: I am proud and 
honored to be in a position that ensures 
our members have the vital necessity of 
electricity to improve their quality of life. 
Current residence: South Hill 
Family members: Wife Cindy, daughter 
Paige and son Patrick 
Involvement with sports teams: I coached 
baseball for 12 years for Dixie Youth and 
various schools 
My hobbies: Music, playing golf, 
gardening and working around the house 
Our family’s pets: Phoebe, a Yorkshire 
terrier, and Peaches, a Pomeranian 

Favorite vacation spot: The beach 
Favorite movie: “For Love of the Game” 
Favorite restaurant: Awful Arthur’s 
Favorite music: Classic rock  
Food I would never eat: Sardines 
Have you ever won anything? Yes, $700 
from quarter slot machine in the Bahamas 
Have you ever met anybody famous? Yes, 
Jim Palmer at an Orioles game in 1996, Joe 
Theismann in D.C. in 1980 and Frank Beamer 
at Virginia Tech 
Most useful thing I ever bought: A computer 
A person I would like to meet: Joe Gibbs 
First job: Busboy at La Plata Grande 
What would you do with $1 million? Buy a 
house on the beach! 
My fondest memory: Watching both of my 
children being born 
My hero is: Granddaddy Anderson because 
he showed me how to work and taught me 
life lessons at a young age, some that I didn’t 
understand until I was older. 
 
 
 

Bob Jones (left), outgoing board chairman for the Virginia, Maryland & 
Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives, was recognized for his 
leadership and distinguished service during VMDAEC’s virtual annual 
meeting. On hand to congratulate Jones and present a gavel plaque to 
him was MEC Chairman of the Board David Jones. Bob Jones comments, 
“It is an honor and a privilege to serve on the VMDAEC board. I am 
grateful to my fellow MEC directors who have blessed me with this 
opportunity. Serving as VMDAEC’s board chair will always be a lifetime 
highlight for me. I would like to thank my fellow board members in both 
organizations for their support during my tenure.”

Director Bob Jones Recognized
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Tim Boelte, MEC manager of procurement and facilities,  
has been a devoted member of Oak Level Volunteer Fire 
Department for over 30 years. Inspired by his father’s 

membership with the department, Tim joined while in high 
school and, apart from a couple years he lived in Danville, has 
been faithfully giving back to the community ever since.  

For the past seven years, he has served as president, a role  
in which he moderates monthly business meetings, writes 
applications for grants, works with the Oak Level board of 
directors, and helps oversee fundraising activities and other 
special events.  

One of their largest fundraisers is a breakfast held on the 
third Saturday of the month from September through April. 
Several hundred people come to enjoy a traditional country 
breakfast of bacon, sausage, country ham, scrambled eggs, 
biscuits, grits and gravy. “I’m the official ‘egg-cooker,’ Tim 
laughs. “I scramble anywhere from 50- to 70-dozen eggs that 
morning, a dozen at a time. Lifting that big, heavy frying pan  
for such a long time can actually make your arm sore!”   

Of course, their fundraisers and meetings have been on  
hold recently due to COVID-19; however, Tim and the other 
members of the department are fully active when it comes to 
their mission of fighting fires and protecting the lives, health 
and property of citizens in their district.  

Whenever nearby fire departments need assistance, members 
of Oak Level help fellow firefighters from other Halifax County 
departments — Halifax, Liberty, Turbeville — and also Laurel 
Grove in Pittsylvania County.  

Tim is a certified Virginia firefighter as well as an EMT-B,  
on call to dash to a blazing fire, vehicle accident or any 

emergency call that comes in to Oak Level. He says, ”I enjoy 
helping the community and the people who live here. These 
are my neighbors. Unfortunately, many times we are seeing 
people in their worst circumstances, but it is satisfying to 
respond and help; and I plan to do it as long as I can. Our 
organization provides essential services that the county, like 
most rural areas, cannot afford to provide. These services 
wouldn’t be available if not for our volunteers.” 

He continues, “I spend my days serving the members  
of MEC by ensuring we have adequate stock to continually 
maintain service reliability and managing the maintenance 
on all cooperative facilities. I love my job and the members  
I work for. At the end of the day, between MEC and OLVFD, 
I feel good knowing I’m doing my part to support my 
community.” 

Tim Boelte

We understand the spirit that helped 
create Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative  
must be continually nurtured. While times 
and technology will continue to change, our 
commitment to you, our members, will not. 
Although we initially started providing the 
essential service of electricity, our impact  
(with your support) has grown to provide 
additional services.  

As we continue to look toward the future, 
you can be confident that MEC will commit  
to explore new ways to help our members  
and our communities. 

#PowerOn

October is National 
Cooperative MonthINGREDIENTS 

2 cups Doritos, crushed 
1 lb. ground beef, cooked and crumbled 
1 packet taco seasoning 
8 oz. cream cheese, room temperature 
½ cup salsa 
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded and divided 
2 cups lettuce, shredded 
2 tomatoes, diced 

DIRECTIONS 
Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking dish and add the crushed Doritos to the bottom  

of the pan. Cook ground beef and add taco seasoning as directed on the package. 
Spoon ground beef onto the crushed Doritos. 

In a medium-sized mixing bowl, beat cream cheese; slowly add in salsa.  
Once thoroughly mixed, top ground beef with cream cheese mixture. Top with  
1 1/2 cups shredded cheese. 

Bake at 350 degrees 25-30 minutes, or until hot and bubbly. 
Top cheese with shredded lettuce, diced tomatoes and remaining 1/2 cup  

cheese and serve. 
We thank Sheila Seamans of Chase City for sharing her recipe with us. 

Taco Casserole

Sheila Seamans
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Attorney E. Warren Matthews, 
who served for 33 years  
as general counsel for 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, is 
the recipient of the 2020 Distinguished 
Service award from the Virginia, 
Maryland & Delaware Association  
of Electric Cooperatives. 

The award was established in 1993 
by VMDAEC to recognize individuals 
who have served an Association 
member system in an outstanding 
manner for an extended length of time. 
Cooperative directors, employees and 
individuals in affiliated organizations 
may be submitted for consideration for 
the award that is presented annually. 

Matthews was nominated for this 
honor, unbeknownst to him, by 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative  
soon after he retired from his service as 
MEC’s attorney on Feb. 19, 2020. The 
award was presented to him on July 27 
as part of the VMDAEC’s 76th Annual 
Meeting, which was held virtually 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For decades, Matthews has served  
as a strong voice at the Association level 
for all utility-related legal matters and  
a go-to for cooperative law. Additionally, 
he provided sound counsel and was a 
critical player in the establishment of 
EMPOWER Broadband, which now 
provides internet service to Southside 
Virginia. 

A native of Brunswick County, Va., 
Matthews received a B.A. in history 
from Randolph-Macon College in 1962 
and a law degree from the University of 

Richmond in 1966 before embarking on 
a successful legal career. 

He returned to Southside Virginia  
to practice law with the late Frank D. 
Harris, a former South Hill mayor and 
Mecklenburg County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney. The firm continues to this day 
as Harris, Matthews, Crowder, PC. In 
2016 he was recognized for completion 
of more than 50 years of service as a 
member of the Bar of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

“Every great organization is built  
on a foundation of pillars, and most of 
those pillars represent individuals who 
made invaluable contributions to that 
organization. Underneath Mecklenburg 
Electric Cooperative is a pillar with 
Warren Matthews’ name on it,” says 
John C. Lee, Jr., president and CEO  
of MEC, headquartered in Chase City. 

MEC Chairman of the Board  
David J. Jones comments, “What always 
impressed me the most about Warren 
was his sincere and absolute dedication 
to both the cooperative and the 
cooperative business model. Everything 
he did for our cooperative was driven 
by his passion to always do what was in 
the best interest of our membership.” 

Richard G. Johnstone Jr., president 
and CEO of VMDAEC, says Matthews 
represents “a consummate ‘lawyer’s 
lawyer’ and a true Virginia gentleman, 
whose courtly demeanor, impeccable 
politeness, quiet good humor, thoughtful 
advice and cooperative spirit have  
made him both a valued counsel to 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative and  

a valuable resource to all systems 
within the Association.” 

Matthews believes in the importance 
of community involvement and has 
been a strong leader, serving more  
than 30 years as general counsel for 
Community Memorial Hospital (now 
VCU Health Community Memorial 
Hospital) in South Hill, Va. He is a 
director of Carter Bank and Trust in 
Martinsville and serves on the South 
Hill Industrial Development Authority. 

Matthews states, “To be the recipient 
of such a reward from an organization 
for which I have the highest regard is 
the pinnacle of my professional career.” 

 

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 

P.O. Box 2451 
Chase City, VA 23924-2451 

Chase City District 
(434) 372-6200 

Emporia District 
(434) 634-6168 

Gretna District 
(434) 656-1288 

Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688 

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Website: meckelec.org 
 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Retired MEC Attorney Receives Cooperative Service Award

Former VMDAEC Board Chairman Bob Jones and current MEC Board Chairman David J. Jones recognize E. Warren Matthews as the 
recipient of the 2020 Distinguished Service Award. Pictured from left are Bob Jones, Warren Matthews, Faye Matthews and David Jones.


